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From ‘‘ Fraser’s Magazine.” 

The Materials of the Universe. 
‘o some of our readers the title of this 
ver might seem to involve a degree of as- 
uption ; to others, a want of sense. We 
»e to prove, in a short time, that it does 
| justly incur either imputation. As to want 
sense—thongh even in scientfic matters 
ses may occasionally be found of that minus 
mtity, and followers may still exist of him, 
», when it was supposed that a geometri- 
figure had been discovered in the moon, 
posed to trace out something similar in the 
ns of Siberia, by way of opening a com. 
nication with our neighbors across the sky, 
‘e trust that all we have to say will be 
mable to sound reason. And as to the 
,of too great pretensions, it would have 
oubtedly attached to any attempt to speak 
ul the materials which the Creator has 
. fit to employ; but we have carefully 
ided any such extensive epithet. Our aim 
serely to show, in a simple and intelligible 
*, and as far as may be fairly expected in 
‘ugh and general outline, what has been 
‘rtained as to the elements of the creation 
rge—a wonderful subject, and deserving 
wt better handling. 


‘ication. 
rapt to say, is meant a simple substance, 
th, so far as our means of investigation 
d, is incapable of decomposition, or re- 


ion to any more primitive form. And we 


us 


m , have entirely disappeared from the 
' Not one of them is now considered a 
ile body. Air is known to be a mixture 
‘Otransparent gases, nitrogen and oxygen. 
3r is a compound of oxygen and hydro- 
‘another gas. Even in fire, the light and 
imay be separated, and it is now gener- 
admitted that each may be reducible to 


tle form of motion. And earth is but 


~ 


red substances—each a compound in 
> From the chemists, who are the only 


authorities upon this subject, we learn that|Wherever they may come from, or whatever 


there are about 62 elements at present known, 
of which 49 are metals, 8 substances with an 
individual character of their own, which does 
not admit of their being ranked with the pre- 
ceding, and 5 gases. Such appear to be the 
materials of which our globe is composed. 
We cannot affirm it to be matter of demon- 
stration that none of these may be some day 
found reducible to a more simple form. We 
cannot pronounce with mathematical confi- 
dence that no unexpected and startling dis- 
covery may yet effect at least a partial onan? 
in some of these positions. But we may safely 
affirm, from the accordance of rigid theory 
with accurate and extensive observation, that 
the probability of any general revolution in 
chemical knowledge is almost infinitesimally 
small; and though we cannot as yet claim the 
reduction of every stronghold, we may believe 
that the ground which has been won during 
the present century is effectually secured from 
becoming again the possession of ignorance 
and uncertainty. 

We may say, therefore, without presump- 
tion, that we know pretty well of what our 
globe is made. Then comes the interesting 
inquiry, Is the rest of the universe composed 
of similar, or of entirely unknown materials? 
Sun, moon, and stars, what are they in their 
actual nature and ultimate composition? We 
see their light ; in individual cases we can de- 
tect something of the arrangement of their 
surfaces ; but whatis their chemical character? 
Of what are they made? Are the elements 
that we here know the sole substratum every- 
where employed by the Great Creator as the 
foundation of His glorious work? Or has He 
seen fit to employ, in other places of His do- 
minion, materials, to us wholly, or it may be 
only in part, unknown ? 

It is a daring question ; and but a few years 
back would have been almost a hopeless one. 


at, first of all, we have to define the term|How could it be possible to reply to it? We 
(ment,” and to describe the extent of its}have no means of bridging over that wide 
By an “element,” it is scarcely| gulf that separates us from every other body 


of our system. One strange and singular ex- 
ception must indeed be mentioned. From 
time to time a messenger reaches us from the 
outward space, much more frequently indeed 


presume upon our readers’ knowledge of|than might be supposed ; it has been calculated 
mae ec. some experience in teaching|thaton some part or other of our planet an 

to be careful even as to this presump-|aérolite descends daily. Wonderful things 
—that the “four elements,” universally |these strangers are, flying as it would seem 
ised as such but two or three genera-|by millions through every portion of our orbit 


at random—but that the Creator does noth- 
ing at random—and very singular is usually 
their appearance, and very unlike that of the 
ordinary materials around us. But whatever 
may be their aspect, they bring us much less 
intelligence than might have been supposed. 
Not being of the earth, we might reasonably 
as well as eagerly inquire what news they 
convey; but strange to say, there has not as 


ommon name of—we had almost said a|yet been discovered a single element not al- 


existing here, nor, indeed, so much in 


read 
es as a third of those already known. 


num 


may be their destination, they lead us but to 
the negative conclusion, that there is no evi- 
dence, so far, of any other constitution in the 
distant regions of this great universe, than 
that which we already know. And, so far, 
our question is left in its original hopelessness. 
In fact; if we have oftentimes much trouble 
in ascertaining the chemical composition of 
substances with which we are hourly familiar, 
which we can not only see, but handle, and 
weigh, and taste, and smell, and expose to all 
kinds of chemical reaction, what possible pro- 
spect can there be that we should ascertain 
the real nature of those to which we never 
draw nearer, in the most favorable case, than 
almost a quarter of a million of miles, while 
in other instances we are separated from them 
by hundreds or thousands of millions, and 
distances passing calculation, and outrunning 
imagination itself? We see that the bodies 
are there—and that is all we know. It is only 
by their light that we become aware of their 
existence. 

And yet it is that very light that has of 
late been made the means of informing us of 
much more than that they are merely where 
we see them. A most unexpected advance— 
an advance that but few years ago might 
have been ranked with impossibilities—has 
actually been made. That light—the sole in- 
dication of their existence—has been found 
capable of reyealing to us secrets as to their 
nature perfectly unsuspected. We have now 
learned, so to speak, to dissect it, to separate 
it into its component parts, and to cause some 
at least of those parts to tell us the mystery 
of their origin. To explain, in as simple a 
mode as we can, how this marvellous disclo- 
sure has been brought about, will be the object 
of the following remarks. 

That ordinary or white light may be de- 
composed by refraction into what are com- 
monly known as the “ colors of the rainbow,” 
is a familiar fact. Every transparent sub- 
stance, of greater density than that of air, and 
bounded by surfaces inclined to one another, 
gives evidence of this dispersion, as the separa- 
tion into colors is technically called. We see 
it in the drops that fall from the clouds, or 
glitter upon the branches, or are dashed into 
fragments by the fury of the cataract. We 
see it in the flashing hues of the diamond, and 
often to great advantage in the pendents of 
chandeliers: but it is most conveniently and 
perfectly exhibited by what is called a prism ; 
—a piece of glass having two surfaces greatly 
inclined to each other. Light, after passing 
through any of these dispersive media, is no 
longer of simple and uniform whiteness ; it is 
transformed into a series of the most vivid 
and delicate tints, melting into each other by 
an insensible gradation, from a dark heavy 
red, through brilliant orange, green, and blue, 
to a deep tender violet. We are not now con- 
cerned with the inquiry—though in its own 
place a most interesting one—how this diver- 
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sity of hue is universally found where refrac- 
tion, or bending of the rays of light takes 
place ; and whether color is so connected with 
refraction that every progressive degree of 
refraction produces its own tint—in which 
case each hue would be simple and indepen- 
dent,—or whether some, at least, of the colors 
may not be of composite character—as indeed 
every artist would from mere inspection at 
once conclude. Sir Isaac Newton's division 
into seven colors, having no other basis than 
an inadequate analogy with the notes of 
music, has dropped out of use, with other hy- 
potheses; and the question now seems to lie 
between a superimposition of three bands of 
the colors recognised as primaries in painting, 
red, yellow, and blue, equal in extent but very 
unequal in intensity in different parts of their 
length ;—and a continuous series of literally 
innumerable hues, each equally elementary 
and self-subsistent, and each passing, without 
the least overlapping, into its neighbours on 
either side by the most delicate and imper- 
ceptible modification. The former, the idea 
of Brewster, is now so generally considered 
as supplanted by the latter, that an attempt 
to get the cause reheard may be thought to 
savour of ignorance or obstinacy; yet there 
are those willing to take it in hand, and to 
risk the charge of temerity in the cause of 
truth. Experiments of a novel and very in- 
teresting character have been made, and are 
now in progress, which it would be premature 
to describe at present, but which, as far as 
they have gone, have given results not, as it 
seems, capable of explanation on the more 
modern hypothesis, but decidedly corroborat- 
ing the theory of Brewster. But we will let 
these pass. Should their ultimate resu!ts prove 
accordant with their existing premise, the 
public will be invited to judge of their value. 
(To be continued.) 
ee 


For ‘‘The Friend.” 
Sketches from the Memoranda of our late Friend 
Christopher Healy. 
(Continued from page 222.) 

Our preceding number concluded with the 
relation of C, H.’s last interview with his 
friend Ruth Ely; and likewise that about 
three weeks from the time of her funeral, in 
accordance with his own prediction that he 
should soon follow her, he was taken sick. 
This illness closed his useful life. And we 
have now but to give the death-bed and dying 
sayings of this humble, gifted, and sincere 
christian, and servant of his Lord. Being en- 
gaged to serve his generation according to 
the will of God, we have no doubt that both 
as respects himself, who had known the con-} 
suming drought by day and the frost by night, 
and respecting his family for whom his inter- 
cessions were on the bed of death often poured 
fourth, he could adopt the language of the 
patriarch: “The God which fed me all my 
life long unto this day, the angel which re- 
deemed me from all evil,” bless and preserve 
them. He had lived a long life of faithfulness 
and dedication. It is the end that crowns all: 
and the last words of our dear friend were, 
“Peace, peace!” Having, according to his 
measure, fought the good fight, and kept the 
faith, he finished his course with joy; and 
death was swallowed up in victory. 

The following account is extracted from 
memoranda kept of his last illness and death: 


“The 8th of Fourth month, 1851, our dear] sake it.’ 


friend Christopher Healy was taken alarm- 


tell all my friends that if I go now, I go well. 
I feel nothing but peace. 


Friend who called to see him; and exhorted 
him to be careful that he did not get into the 
spirit of the world, to the neglect of his reli- 
gious duties, as some had sorrowfully done, 


he appreciated the outward comforts with 
which he was surrounded; and contrasted 
them with the destitution of many of his fel- 
low-creatures : repeating the little verse, 

He said that the accumulation of wealth 


never sought after great things ; and what he 


His mind seemed clothed with contentment 


ingly ill; upon which he intimated that it/in my way. All seems well. What a fay 
might be his last sickness; and wished it un-|to be an inhabitant of that city that need 
derstood that he felt no condemnation, but 
experienced that scripture verified: ‘There 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit.’ 


not the light of the sun, nor the moon to shi 
in it, for the glory of the Lord doth light 
it, and the Lamb is the Light thereof! © 
if I could quietly pass away to that bless 
inheritance, how glad I should be! I he 
there is nothing in the way! “My s 
thirsteth for God, for the living God; wh 
shall I come and appear before him!” “ 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
panteth my soul after thee, O God.” 

“About noon to-day the accumulation 
phlegm in the throat seemed as though 
must produce strangulation ; and his frier 
were apprehensive that the period of his 
lease had nearly come. In his struggles: 
life he said: ‘I cannot stand it. I must ¢ 
Oh be honest! Oh be faithful! Joy forey 
more appears great |’ 

“24th. To-day he remarked :—‘“Chi 
knoweth his own sheep, and his sheep h 
his voice, and he leadeth them out, and go 
before them ; and a stranger they will not. 
low, but will flee from him, for they know: 
the voice of strangers.” Poor and unwort 
: as I am, I see nothing in my way; and Ih 
and gratitude. I shall be patient until it shall please — 

“19th. In the afternoon his articulation be-| Divine Master to cut short the thread of | 
came much obstructed, so that but little could |life—to cut short the work in righteousne 
be clearly gathered ; but the following expres-| “A beloved friend sitting by his bed-si 
sions were distinctly understood: ‘Our poor|he said, ‘ We love each other in the Lord; 
shattered Society! But I have done what I}have both known the Truth, and the Tr 


“11th. He said, ‘I feel very poorly; but 


All is peace !’ 
“ He manifested solicitude on account of a 


“ A thankful spirit was eminently his; and 


‘ While some poor creatures scarce can tell,’ &c. 


might have been a snare to him; but that he 


had asked for had been abundantly granted. 


could.’ ‘All is peace! all is peace!’ ‘The|hath made us free; and if Christ hath m 
righteous shall have living comfort.’ ‘The|us free, then are we free indeed!’ He spi 
living praise the Lord ; the dead cannot praise ;much of the necessity of standing firm in 
Him. They may praise him in the letter ;|day of trial ; of standing upon both feet [be 
but they cannot praise Him in the Spirit.’|/firmly planted] and of the danger of fallin 
‘They that live in the Spirit, must walk in|standing but upon one foot, and said, ‘I bh 
the Spirit. ‘I have a hope, an everlasting|/borne my testimony faithfully against 
hope of being gathered “where the wicked|soundness and innovation, and have ne 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at|turned my back in the day of battle.” __ 
rest.” My secret help, my hope, and my sal-| “25th. One of his daughters coming to 
vation is Christ,’ him, he expressed his hope that his child 
“20th. To his wife he said, ‘We have lived|would tread in the footsteps of their fath 
together many years in great harmony and/who had been made willing to take u 
unity. I believe that the time is drawing|cross in early life, which had preserve 
near when we shall have to part; and I hope}from many snares and temptations, 
that we shall be favored to meet in a better|Truth is Truth; it cannot be divided! 
country. I trust that if I have missed it, it gards our poor Society, I believe there wi 
is forgiven me. I feel no condemnation. I|g suffering time for the true seed, befo: 
have sometimes felt a desire to live to see our|can reign. . Then it may be said: “ There 
Society in a better state than it now is; but|J will allure her, and bring her into the 
I still believe that there will be a remnant|derness, and speak comfortably unto her. F 
preserved, that will uphold our ancient doc-|] will give her her vineyards from thi 
trines, and that without equivocation. There]and the valley of Achor for a door of bh 
is a disposition in many who profess our an-|and she shall sing there, as in the days 0 
cient doctrines, to equivocate ; and wherever|youth, and as in the day when she cam: 
there is equivocation there will be a going off.|out of the land of Egypt.” He also quote 
I think the number will be small that will|the fruit of this: “ Look upon Zion, the 
stand ; but after that there will be a gather-lof our solemnities: thine eyes shall see J 
ing.’ ‘ salem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle - 
“To a Friend who called to see him, he said |shall not be taken down ; not one of the st 
in substance, ‘I am glad thou hast come; and|thereof shall ever be removed, neither 
I hope thou wilt be careful to do what thou any of the cords thereof be broken. Butt 
findest it thy duty to do. I have labored a|the glorious Lord will be unto usa pla 
long time in our poor Society, but my labor|pyoad rivers and streams; wherein sha 
has nearly come to a close, and I can say as|no galley with oars, neither shall gallant 
the apostle said: “ My speech and my preach- pass thereby. For the Lord is our judge 
ing were not in the enticing words of man’s|{ord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our | 
wisdom, but in the demonstration of the|he will save us.”’’ Oe 
mio and of power.”’ The Friend, being] «Oh! if I could now settle away, a 
about to leave, inquiring what he should tell|to sleep in the arms of my helenae 1 
his friends, he replied, ‘Tell them, I love all|how glad I should be! But it is not time 
that love the Truth, and walk in it; but I| His time is the best time, and the right 
cannot have fellowship with those who for-|He has brought me through all my ials 
temptations, and landed me safe in 
“22d. ‘I do not think that I see anything grounded hope of a happy eternity ! 
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isolation it is to me; and how gladI am,} “To a friend who visited him, he said, ‘T| available for that purpose, although the cost 
t I can say at such a time as this, that l}am glad thou hast come to see me. We are 


‘1 no condemnation. 


Everything looks|poor things of ourselves; but what an un- 


asant. Yes, as clear and bright as the|speakable mercy if we can only feel that we 
ht. I have that hope which is as an anchor|have no condemnation—that we are in Christ 
the soul both sure and steadfast; and en-|Jesus—the only safe abiding place. The old 
's into that within the veil, whither our|enemy is a deceiver and murderer ; and would 


erunner hath gone.’ 


discourage us and try to make us believe that 


“*T have no wish to survive the morning. |there is no such thing as perfection.’ ‘Oh that 


sm ready to leave this troublesome world, 


our Divine Master would bow the heavens 


pass through the valley and shadow of|and come down, and put darkness under our 


ath to that city whose inhabitants “shall 
nger no more, neither thirst any more, for 
2 Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
all feed them, and lead them unto living 
intains of water, and God shall wipe away 
tears from their eyes.” As said the apostle, 
Ve have not followed cunningly devised 
sles, when we made known unto you the 
ming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I have 
is to comfort me, that I have always be- 
ved the truths of the Gospel: that the true 
spel is the power of God unto salvation to 
them that believe. The angel flew through 
e midst of heaven having the everlasting 
»spel to preach. That everlasting Gospel 
as not a book; it was the power of God unto 
tyation. The angel had no book, but he 
id with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give 
ory to him, and worship him who made 
vaven and earth, the sea, and the fountains 
waters.” The outward account of the Gos- 
lis not the Gospel.’ 
“<«T now say as I have often said, Friends 
eak often one to another; and if we speak 
ght, the Lord will hearken and hear. I 
n’t mean that we should speak often one 
another in common conversation, or about 
2 things of the world, but about heavenly 
ings; and encourage one another; and en- 
avor to get into that state in which we will 
y no evil; and the Lord will harken and 
ar, anda book of remembrance will be writ- 
a for those that fear him, and that think 
on his great and glorious Name.’ 
“28th. His outward sight was very much 
me, but in allusion to his inward feelings, 
said, ‘What a pleasant morning! It isa 
orning without clouds! Is it so out of doors? 
sing answered that it was a bright morning, 
responded, “ All seems bright and pleasant 
‘th me ; and if I could now pass away to the 
alms of bliss, how glad I should be!’ 
“Upon taking some water, he remarked, 
t will be but little more water that I shall 
ed here ; but I believe that I shall shortly 
rtake freely of the waters of life. “He 
aketh me to lie down in green pastures, he 
vdeth me beside the still waters.” “Though 


feet, and make a way for his travailing seed.’” 


(To be concluded.) 
——* e —-——— 
For ‘The Friend.” 


Friends’ Library. 

The report of the Committee having charge 
of Friends’ Library, is offered for insertion in 
“The Friend,” with the belief that the infor- 
mation it furnishes will be interesting to many 
readers in the country, as well as to those re- 
siding near the Library. It is believed, as 
was stated in one of the Monthly Meetings, 
by a Friend who had beem for a number of 
years an active manager, that the decrease in 
the use of the Library is owing in great mea- 
sure to the large number of young people re- 
moving from the older parts of the city to 
places less convenient of access to its room. 
The establishment and enlargement of other 
collections of books, in and near the city, has 
also probably had an influence in the same 
direction. 

The invitation in the latter part of the re- 
port is commended to the attention of those 
who may be desirous of placing suitable read- 
ing within their reach, at the same time that 
they will be rendering acceptable aid to the 
committee. 

REPORT: 

The number of volumes composing the 
Library at this date is 6789—eXclusive of 100 
catalogues. During last year 75 new volumes 
were added, at a cost of $169.36; and the 
number loaned within the year was 3020— 
being an increase of 400 over the previous 
year. 

Looking back for several years, we find that 
in Eleventh month, 1852, the Library con- 
sisted of 5184 volumes, and the number loaned 
during that and a few succeeding years, was 
about 4000. From that date to the year 1860, 
the average yearly increase was 128 volumes, 
and the number loaned averaged 3810. Since 
1860 the increase has been at the rate of 89 
volumes per annum, and the average number 
loaned per year, 3006—being a diminution in 
the yearly use of the Library, as compared 
with the year 1852, of nearly 1000 volumes ; 


walk through the valley and shadow of|although within that period there has been 


ath, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with 
2: thy rod, and thy staff they comfort me. 
1ou preparest a table before me in the pre- 


an addition of 1700 volumes, at a cost exceed- 
ing $2100. 
esides gifts of valuable works from many 


uce of mine enemies: thou anointest my|sources, there have been received a donation 


ad with oil; my cup runneth over.” ’ 


of $25 anonymously, and a legacy of $500 be- 


“He placed a high value upon that unity |queathed by our late friend Hannah Sansom; 


hich subsists between true brethren, baptiz- 
_ by the one Spirit into the one body; and 
reference to such unity repeated the 133d 
salm : “ Behold how good and how pleasant 
is for brethren to dwell together in unity ; 
is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
‘at ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s 
ard; that went down to the skirts of his 
wments ; as the dew of Hermon, and as the 


the net amount of the latter has been incor- 
porated with the other invested funds. The 
income arising from those funds has averaged 
about $280 per annum. This sum, and $80 
received yearly from the four Monthly Meet 
ings, constitute the means at the disposal of 
the Committee, say $360. Of this the salary 
of the Librarian, Fire Insurance and incidental 
expenses require about $200, leaving $160 an- 


*w that descended upon the mountains of|nually applicable to the purchase of new 


on; for there the Lord commanded the 
essing, even life forevermore.’ ”’ 


books—showing a reduction of $40 per an- 
num from the amount reported in 1853 as 


of books has largely advanced within a few 
years past. 

The Library is open on the afternoons of 
Fourth and Seventh-day, and contains a good 
supply of various instructive and interesting 
reading, adapted to the capacities and tastes 
of the elder as well as the younger. The 
shelves are largely supplied with an invalu- 
able collection of most of the approved writ- 
ings connected with our religious Society ; 
also with carefully selected general literature, 
including History, Biography, Travels, &c., 
with many works on Natural History and the 
various Sciences. 

When we consider the great increase in the 
number of books of an objectionable and even 
injurious character which in our day issue 
from the press, we think parents must appre- 
ciate the value of their children resorting to 
our room, where, we believe, they will be se- 
cure from the contaminating influence of such 
works, 

As the Library was founded for the general 
and free use of Friends of this city, we would 
encourage them to avail themselves more ex- 
tensively of this valuable privilege. We would 
also remind Friends that its use is not rigidly 
confined to our own members; but, to adopt 
the substance of a former report, “ the sober, 
religious inquirer after truth, by application 
to the Committee, with a satisfactory refer- 
ence, may have the use granted to him for 
six months, which at their discretion, may be 
continued as long as he desires it.” 

The Committee would invite Friends who 
wish special additions of books to our shelves, 
to furnish the Librarian with their titles—to 
be submitted to the action of the Committee. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
Committee, Epw’p Maris, 

Philadelphia, 2d mo. 16, 1869, Clerk. 


For “The Friend.” 
Faithfulness under Suffering. 
(Continued from page 223.) 

J.R Will you swear? Will you take the 
oath that the act requires of you ? 

W.P. This is not to the purpose. 

J.R. Will you take it, orno? 

W.P What need I take an oath not to do 
that it is my faith not to do, so far as concerns 
the king ? 

Lieutenant Price. Then swear it. 

W.P. The oath in that respect is already 
answered to all intents and purpose ; for if I 
can’tfight against any man, (much less against 
the king) what need I take an oath not to do 
it ?-Should I swear not to do what is already 
against my conscience to do? 

J.R. You won't take the oath then. 

W.P. WhatifI refuse the oath, not be- 
cause of the matter contained in it, (which 
only can criminate in the sense of the act) 
but of scrupling any oath? Shall I therefore 
be committed to prison? "Iwas about fight- 
ing the oath and act were designed, and not 
taking of oaths. Therefore the denying to 
swear, where there is a denial to fight or plot, 
is no equitable ground for commitment. 

J. R. Do you refuse to swear. 

W.P. Yes, and that upon better grounds 
than those for which thou wouldst have me 
swear, if thou wilt please to hear me. 

J, R. Iam sorry you should put me upon 
this severity : It is no pleasant work to me. 

W.P. These are but words. It is mani- 
fest that this is a prepense malice; thou hast 
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several times laid the meetings for me, and|justify this accusation to my face, andifI am|firmities attached to declining lift 

this day particularly. not able to make it Aphear tia it is both my|but for thas Who who i the pts of ti 
J.R. No, I profess I could not tell you}practice, and all my friends, to instil princi-|fayored with health of body and mind, to 

would be there. ples of peace and moderation, and only to|down in a religious meeting. and soon for 
W.P. Thine own corporal told me, that|war against spiritual wickedness, that alllwho they are ‘where they are, and what t 

you had intelligence at the tower, that I/men may be brought to fear God and work|came for, is marked irreverence and forgetfi 

would be at Wheeler-Street to day, almost as|righteousness, I shall contentedly undergo|ness of Him from whom all our blessi 

soon as Iknew it myself. .It is disingenuous the severest punishment all your laws can ex-| flow. i 

and partial. I never gave thee occasion for|pose me to. And as for theking, Imake this} Now if we all strive to be members of t 


such unkindness. offer, that if any living can make appear,|Ch i ist i 
. 7 : it a urch of which Christ is the Holy He 
J. R. I knew no such thing: but if I had, directly or indirectly, from the time ‘d ave seeking te be ‘eneritted os Him, ths livi 
I confess I should have sent for you. been called a Quaker, (since from thence you|Vine, we should bring forth the fruits of t 
W.P. That might have been spared: I do|date me seditious) I have contrived or acted Spirit, which are peace and love, and jo 


heartily believe it. any thing injurious to his person, or the En- 

J.R. I vow, Mr. Penn, I amsory for you: lish Higy rere I shall a iaait my person 
you are an ingenious gentleman, all the world/to your utmost cruelties, and esteem them all 
must allow you, and does allow you that;)/buta due recompence. ’Tis hard that I, be- 
and you have a plentiful estate: why should/ing innocent, should be reputed guilty, but 
you render yourself unhappy by associating|the will of God be done: I accept of bad re- 
with such a simple people? port as well as good. 

W.P. I confess [ have made it my choice,} J, R. Well, I must send you to Newgate 
to relinquish the company of those that are|for six months, and when they are expired 
ingeniously wicked, to converse with those|you will come out. 
that are more honestly simple. W.P. Is that all? Thou well knowest a 

J.R. I wish you wiser. larger imprisonment has not daunted me. I 

W.P. AndI wish thee better. accept it at the hand of the Lord, and am con- 

J. R. You have been as bad as other folks.|tent to suffer his will. Alas! you mistake 

W.P. When and where? I charge thee to] your interest: You'll miss your aim: This is 
tell the company to my face. not the way to compass your ends, 

J RB. Abroad, and at home too. J. R. You bring yourself into trouble: 

Sir John Sheldon, as is supposed. No, Sir|you will be heading parties, and drawing peo- 
John, that’s too much, or words to that pur-|ple after you. 
pose. W.P. Thou mistakest: there is no such 

W.P. I make this bold challenge to all}way as this to render men remarkable: you 
men, women, and children, upon earth, justly/are angry that I am considerable, and yet 
to accuse me with ever having seen me drunk,| you take the very way to make me 80 by 
hear me swear, utter a curse, or speak one ob-|making this bustle and stir about one peacea- 
scene word, (much less that I have made it|ble person. 
my practice.) I speak this to God’s glory,| J. R. I wish your adhering to these 
that has ever preserved me from the power of|things do not convert you to something at 
those pollutions, and that from a child begot} last, ° 
an hatred in me towards them. But there is} W.P. I would have thee and all men to 
nothing more common, than that when men/know, that I scorn that religion which is not 
are of a more severe life than ordinary, for| worth suffering for, and able to sustain them 
loose persons to comfort themselves with the|that are afflicted for it. Mine is: And what- 
conceit, that they were once as they are; and]ever may be my lot for my constant profes- 
as if there was no collateral or oblique line of|sion of it, I am no ways careful, but resigned 
the compass, or globe, men may be said to|to answer the will of God, by the loss of goods 
come from to the Arctic Pole, but directly|liberty, and life itself: When you have all, 
and immediately from the Antartic. Thy|you can have no more, and then perhaps you|modate those who are running the Lord 
words shall be thy burden, and I trample thy| will be contented, and by that you will be|errands, and willing to spend and be spent 


the Holy Ghost. This would bring us into loy 
and unity with those who are branches of t 
same vine; and if this christian feeling p 
vaded our spirits, there would be less s: 
and much less listened to, that had a tenden 
to bring a shade over the character of a b 
ther and sister, and so fulfil the precept 
Him, who said, “Therefore all things wh 
soever ye would that men should do to y 
do ye even so to them.” 

If parents were enough sensible of t 
weight and responsibility attached to t 
Query, What hast thou done with those lam 
committed to thy care? they would not 
found permitting them to be running h 
and there wherever their inclinations woul 
lead them, resembling Eli of old, who did n 
restrain his children; neither would it be 
evident, that the pride of the mother ca 
out at the ends of her fingers, in decking a 
adorning her beloved children, who ought 
be clothed in simplicity and moderation, p 
paring them to become useful members — 
society, ready for any good word or wor 
whenever it is said, “The Master is come, ar 
calleth for thee.” And oh, how guarded 4 
should be in furnishing our habitations: sin 
plicity, moderation and usefulness, would 
conspicuous in them, instead of furniture an 
ornaments calculated only to please that ey: 
which is to be put out, lest it prevent our 
tering the Kingdom of Heaven. This cro 
bearing would not deprive us of comfortab 
and commodious dwellings, even large enou 
to entertain strangers, which we are co 
manded to do, and at the same time acco 


slander under my feet. better informed of our innocency. Thy re-|en i uild up the waste places” 
J.R. Well Mr. Penn, I have no ill-will to-/ligion persecutes, and mine fide? anid I Fen eee mare a4 F rapth 
wards you: your father was my friend, and I|desire my God to forgive you all that are con-|the rane made at the rise of our Socie 
have a great deal of kindness for you. cerned in my commitment, and I leave you|“See how the Quakers love each other.” 4 
_ W.P._ But thou hast an ill way of express-|all in perfect charity, wishing your everlast-| Now if this cross-bearing and yoke-we 
ing it. You are grown too high to consider|ing salvation. ‘ling, placed upon us by Him who is the trt 
the plea of those you call your fore-fathers, for) J. R. Send a corporal with a file of mus- Light was the governing principle of ot 
liberty of conscience against the papists, Cran-| quetiers along with him. lives at would lead us to support all our te i 
mer, Latimer, Ridley, Bradford, Xe. "Twas| W. P. No, no, send thy lacquey: I know HR 1704 and there would not be found any i 
then plea good enough, My conscience won’t|the way to Newgate. novations amongst us. Hireling minist; 
let me go to mass, and my conscience wills that} His mittimus was made out and he impris-| would not obtain the least countenan 
se should have an English testament: but that] oned. neither would any weaknesses be winked 
single plea for separation, then reasonable, is (To be continued.) for we should bad support them as unto ma 
now by you, that pretend to succeed them, ad- but unto Christ the living Head of the Ch r 
judged unreasonable and factious : I say, since which was to be without spot or wrin 
the only cause of the first revolt from Rome And if the children of hekéctn arents ¥ 
was a newer in point of conscience, not support them, others will 0 coiled in col 
you cannot reasonably persecute others who : : : ; ; : id. “hi ilv ws 
have right to the hate Ata) and allow that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, with some defi- pare NY ee i WhO Be ie ert 
to be warrantable. ciencies still existing amongst us, would it not E pre iltas * oe ordér the Giana batt 
J. R. But you do nothing but stir up the be wise in us, to apply the query individually, nd like A touaeha answered, “I was no pl 
people to sedition, and there was one of your how far have I contributed thereto? Neglect- oh feather sirna't a Drophok eaonae told 
friends that told me, that you preached sedi-|!»g to attend all our religious meetings, when panes t ahs ride Bw oF atte of his day. 
tion, and meddled with the government. of ability to do so, evinces a lack of love and |®5™ PS? the P 8 Wee 
W.P. We have the unhappiness to be mis-/reverence for Him, to whom all honor is due. ; 
represented, and I am not the least concerned| We are sensible we should be clothed with 
therein. Bring me the man that will dare to|¢barity as a mantle, for the weaknesses and in- 


For “ The Friend.” 
All the Queries and Answers having been 
presented to our view within the limits of 
most of the Quarterly Meetings constituting 


It is the death bed that awakens us to, t 
causes to feel the infinite value of the soul, 


~ 


For “The Friend.” 
A Turning Point in Life, 

The following essay appeared in “The 
‘iend,” near eighteen yearsago. Its repub- 
ution is requested, as no less applicable to 
8 time. 

“We have taken satisfaction in the interest 
wn by some writers for “The Friend,” 
the welfare and preservation of our young 
yple. 
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West Grove, who lived to be more than four-|the scruples of conscientious persons, and of 


score years of age, was not only an example 


religious duties, which when they have found 


of plainness of dress, and of simple habits of|the opportunity to perform them had clean 


living, but a sound minister and pillar in the 
church of Christ. He was another instance 
of a man of strong mind, who did not consi- 
der a scruple respecting a gay dress of such 


escaped from their hands. 

“The mercy of God to the souls which he 
has made, is unspeakably great. He willeth 
not that one should perish, and therefore 


little moment, as to be beneath the regard of|woos them by his love with which he touches 


those who possess good sense. When ap- 


This time of life is critical, and|proaching manhood, it is said he felt a decid- 


their choice of the path to be taken byjed inclination to put on a fashionable coat, in 
m, may depend their happiness in this|the place of a plain one, which his parents 


rid, and in that which is to come. 
prove like a pivot, on which the turn is 
ren to their future character, and the good 
evil influence they will have in the world. 
may decide whether the cause of religion, 
he pleasures and profits of the world shall 
sorb their time, and occupy the talents 
sh which a beneficent Creator has endowed 
m, for a purpose unspeakably glorious. 
* have heard of a Friend, who at an ad- 
aced period of his life, possessing the use 
his faculties in an extraordinary degree,’ 
lared it as his belief, that yielding to a 
ine requisition when a young man, to put 
a plain dress, was the turning point in his 
4 He was laboring under great heaviness 
heart, almost approaching despair, when it 
is shown him that he must exchange his 
hionable coat for a plain one, to which he 
ented, with a full determination to do so; 
‘il his state of mind was entirely altered. 
e clothing of heavenly peace and joy was as 
‘erent from his former condition, as light is 
dosite to darkness. Under the honest in- 
‘tion to comply with his covenant in the 
irse of a short time, when he could conven- 

ly accomplish it, his Divine enjoyment was 
itinued, until suffering day after day to 
is without performing his vow, probably 
iking for the opportunity when it could be 


One act|had provided for him. 


To satisfy himself that 
it would be best to make the change, he ar- 
gued that he was not good enough to wear a 
plain coat, and therefore had better abandon 
it. But being brought under the convicting 
power of the grace of God, he was favored to 
see that he had better strive to have the in- 
side made clean and right in the Divine sight, 
and keep on his simple garb, with which he 
complied, rather than to alter the outside, in 
consistency with the deformity withm. Who 
can suppose that this wise resolution, was not 


the heart and draws it to himself. If these 
days of visitation are disregarded, a man will 
be lost to the church, and placing himself in the 
ranks of Satan’s army, will give his strength 
to his kingdom, and thereby become an en- 
emy to the ways of righteousness. May our 
dear young people be persuaded to give up to 
the heavenly vision unreservedly ; then they 
would escape the suggestions of the grand de- 
ceiver, the doubts, and fears, and distress of 
mind, in which a contrary course involves 
the rebellious ones, and being given up to the 
Lord, they would be establised in the Truth, 
and become shining examples to others, in 
what he has done for their souls. The happi- 
ness of such a life far outweighs all the en- 


the turning point in that venerable man’s life joyment which wealth or worldly popularity 


also? Had he put on a gay coat, he would pro- 
bably have gone out into the society of such 
rebellious ones as he would have been, and 
unless followed by the reproofs of the Holy 
Spirit, and compelled thereby to deny him- 
self, it is likely he would never have become 
the bright example of christian purity and 
dignity, to which, through a life of obedience 
to the Divine Master, he was enabled to at- 
tain. 

'“ We know that a plain dress of itself can- 
not make a christian ; that many who wear 
it are not in the path of devotion to God, and 
also that when it is put on in obedience to the 
Divine requiring, it is compliance with but 
one requisition ; there is much to be resisted 
and shunned, and many practical duties to be 


he with the least cross, those sensations of|performed in the work ofregeneration, before 


witual delight faded away, and their place 
s again taken by the darkness and dreari- 
is of the transgressor, that it seemed to 
a like Egyptian darkness. His occupation 
}ding him frequently into seclusion from so- 
ity, he mourned over the distress he was 

in thrown into, and felt as if there was no 
de for his present or future happiness; but 
Jer continuing days and nights in this state, 
} who alone can cause man to feel the bur- 
hi of sin and disobedience, was once more 
Jased to command light to shine out of 
Wkness, and to let him see that he had 
}ught this deplorable condition upon him- 
W., reminding him of the covenant he had 
pered into, and showing him that a compli- 
ke with the Divine requiring was the only 
Hy to peace. He was again strengthened 
resolve to make the change in his garb, 
lich in a short time he effected ; and this 
jived the beginning of a life of devotion to 
} Heavenly Father, as it has been with 
}ny others. He afterwards became a min- 
#\r of the Gospel, in which office he has been 
gen engaged at home and abroad. In giv- 
i the above relation, the dear Friend said: 
Jot no one tell me these things are trifles 
Jhere is nothing in these scruples—I know 
Hter. This I believe was the crisis—the 
faing point in my life.’ Speaking of his 
sent condition he remarked, that he still 
Jad it necessary for him to watch unto 
rer ; but that his chief business now was 


Se. 
Onur ancient Friend, William Jackson, of 


the soul is established in the Truth. But we 
do believe that a simple attire, plain and grave 
furniture in our houses,.and in our mode of liv- 
ing, aro becoming a people professing godli- 
ness, and that such a life is called for by the 
Gospel of a meek and lowly Saviour, in oppo- 
sition to the pomps and vanities of a deluded 
world: Werarely see the truly humble chris- 
tian in any society, trimming to the change- 
able fashions of the day. The most solid 
among them adhere to the simpler habits of 
their education. 

“ We often look at our young Friends with 
yearnings of spirit for their substantial happi- 
ness in this life, that they may obey the Di- 
vine will make known in their hearts, and 
comply with the wishes and concern of relig- 
ious parents and Friends, by walking in the 
path of self-denial and true holiness. We are 
fully persuaded, if they forsake this path, and 
go out into the fashions and friendships of a 
vain world, that they cannot become men and 
women of God, so long as they continue in 
them. ‘Their days will be spent for nought, 
their meridian vigor will be wasted in seeking 
wealth, or fame, or false pleasures, and when 
their time and their abilities for doing the 
will of their Heavenly Father have passed 
away, if permitted to reach advanced life, 
they will have to feel remorse and deep re- 
gret that they have been unfaithful, without 
having it placed in their power, it may be, to 
enter into covenant with God, and to know 
their peace made with him. How many haye 
bitterly mourned over their past contempt of 


can possibly afford, and the hope of everlast- 
ing felicity through the mercy of God in 
Christ Jesus, will be as an anchor to the 
soul, when eternity presents, that is sure and 
steadfast, entering within the veil.” 


For “ The Friend.” 
Luxury and Extravagance the Seeds of Calamity and 
Desolation. 

The hurtful and dangerous tendencies 
which have ripened and are still ripening into 
fearful calamity in our highly favored land, 
were so clearly seen and plainly foretold by 
some of our worthy, faithfully exercised pre- 
decessors, as to make it matter of wonder 
that their views and predictions did not, and 
do not take stronger hold on the minds of 
those, even among ourselves, professing to be 
alike exercised. 

In the history of the labors and exercises 
of that devoted and faithful servant of his di- 
vine Master, who was made instrumental in 
bringing our religious Society to a sight and 
sense of the evils of human oppression, and 
disclosing the evilroot from whence it sprang, 
there is deep and impressive instruction, 
which should be of lasting force and benefit, 
in the way of restraint as well as warning. 

In human lust he saw the root and support 
of human wrong and oppression. “ Luxury 
and coveteousness, withthe numerous oppres- 
sions and other evils attending them,” said he, 
“appeared very afflicting to me, and I felt in 
that which is immutable, that the seeds of 
great calamity and desolation are sown and 
growing fast on this continent; nor have I 
words sufficient to set forth the longing I then 
felt, that we who have tasted the love and 
goodness of God, might arise in his strength, 
and like faithful messengers, labour to check 
the growth of these seeds, that they might 
not ripen to the ruin of our posterity.” 

The wrongs and oppressions towards the 
Africans and Indians of our land, dwelt much 
upon his mind, accompanied with the desire 
for the removal of the cause, as much or more 
than the evils themselves; knowing that if 
the corrupting desire for riches, and the sel- 
fish love of luxury and fleshly ease, were re- 
moved, the heart would then be opened for 
the entrance of heavenly love and wisdom, 
wherein is the desire for “ peace on earth and 
good will to men,” and an end made to the spi- | 
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rit of war and‘ oppression, which hasits life and 
support in coveteousness and luxurious indul- 
gence, leading into forgetfulness of God, 
whereby his fearful judgments are incurred. 

What have we asa people and nation learn- 
ed and profited by the fearful scourge of war 
from which we have so lately been delivered ? 
Have we obeyed the call for greater self de- 
nial, resisting the fearful current of extrava- 
gance and waste, which is threatening to in- 
volve us in moral and spiritualruin? Let us 
examine and see whether we have been hum- 
bled by our chastisement for past disobedience 
and unfaithfulness, or made more presuming 
and defiant by the view of our deliverance. 
Where is the evidence of increased gratitude 
and thoughtfulness, acknowledgment and 
praise? 

The evidence of self-love and vanity of mind 
which are manifested by the gay and costly 
attire, splendid houses and equipages, and 
luxurious food and furniture, of many profes- 
sing a friendship for Truth, seems to savour 
of a degree of inconsistency amounting to by- 
pocrisy. By these indulgences, how often 
is the heart closed, and the hand clenched, 
against the appeals of charity; love, and 
“good will to men,” being excluded by the 
selfish desire for outward grandeur and dis- 
play, and luxurious living. We are thus 
led into forgetfulness of God, incurring his 
fearful displeasure by our unmindfulness and 
wicked self-indulgence, wasting the bounty of 
which we are merely stewards, by applying 
unto ourselves that which should be bestowed 
upon the needy ; not remembering the divine 
declaration respecting the wicked, that they 
“shall be turned into hell, and all nations 
that forget God.” Even as Dives, who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, fared sump- 
tuously every day, while Lazarus was allowed 
to desire in vain even the crumbs which fell 
from the rich man’s table. 

Indulgence in iuxury and wasteful extrav- 
agance are doubtless leading us, as a people 


no more value in the Divine sight than the|cable. When the fathers who have been | 


“Lord, Lord,” of the foolish virgins? 


accustomed to follow the voice of the t 


Are not such sentiments calculated to weak-| Shepherd, and haye acted under the res 
en the sense of obligation to receive counsel,|sibility felt, to take care of the flock o 
and to cause something like the language in|which the Holy Ghost had made them oy 
the extract referred to: “Wait till the Lord|seers, and to be ensamples thereto, are spo 
teaches me.” Thus endeavoring to discour-|of with lightness by the young, and t 


age the honestly 
their duty. 

That worthy elder, Joseph Pike, has the 
following : “ When some have been spoken to 
for wearing costly apparel, with fashionable 
attire, contrary to the plainness of Truth, 
they have answered, that they do not see, nor 
are they convinced of any hurt or evil in them, 
but when they do they will put them away.” 


Robert Barclay calls this plea the wisdom of 


man, and the deceitfulness of the serpent, 
which would reason truth from themselves ; 
saying, I must stay till I be convinced of this, 
that, or the other thing. 

Joseph Pike says further, Forasmuch as 
there are degrees of growth in the Truth, as 
fathers, young men, and children, and that 
some do not see as far as others, so I shall 
show by scripture that there lies an absolute 
obligation on such as are less spiritual, to fol- 
low the counsel and example of the Apostles 
and Elders, until they see further into the 
things of God.” They were not only to be 
advised, governed, and obedient to the Apos- 


tles and elders, but to follow their example. 
Ohio, 3d mo. 1869. 
[With the sentiments expressed in the 


concerned from discharging] judgment treated as undeserving regard, 


—KEbs. 
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FRIENDS AND MILITARY TAXES. — 
The editorial on the Militia Tax, publish 
in our 25th number, 2d month 13th, has be 
commented on in several of our city pap e 
none of the writers, however, denying or 
tempting to refute the soundness of the po 
tion taken in those remarks, that interferen 
with the rights of conscience, or the impo 
tion of penalty for adherence to religious du 
and worship, are expressly prohibited by th 
part of the Constitution of our State, coj 
monly called the Declaration of Rights, a 
that the collection of this tax from Friens 
who decline paying it solely on religié 


above, we fully unite. A prolific source of| grounds, is a penalty inflicted on them by t 
folly, is the notion, not unfrequently express-| government, for their long and well kno 
ed, that young persons must be convinced|conscientious testimony against war, and | 
by reasoning, of the propriety of a course of|demands for military purposes. 


conduct, before it can be properly enforced. 


There are, however, in the comments 


The immature mind is often incapable of|two writers,—brought to our notice too l# 


comprehending the connection between cause 
and effect, or the principles on which partic- 
ular actions are based, and therefore is unfit 
to be trusted for a correct judgment. The 
experience, care and love of the parents, are 


and nation, more and more into that spirit of|to supply this deficiency, and on them de- 


enmity against God, whereby his judgments 
are incurred; so that unless there should be 
witnessed a tarning of the prevailing current, 
through the faithfulness of religious profes- 
sors, we may look for a return of the scourg- 
es of other times, wherein hypocrisy and 
mockery have been visited by the rod of di- 
vine indignation and wrath, the proud and all 
they that do wickedly, being as stubble in 
the day of righteous recompense. 


For “ The Friend.” 
In the “ Recollections of Emily Gosse,” in 
the 26th number of “The Friend,” is the fol- 


volves a solemn responsibility for the right 
training of their offspring, to discharge which 
they are clothed with authority to exact obe- 
dience ; and it is the duty of the child to sub- 
mit to their maturer judgment, when that 
judgment is not contrary to the will of the 
Lord. “I know him (Abraham), that he will 
command his children and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the 
Lord.” But this specious plea, we fear, is 
often made use of to palliate the unfaithful- 
ness of parents. 

To a similar deficiency, viz. incapacity, from 
undeveloped powers, to arrive at correct 


lowing sentiment: “Actions performed in de-|judgment, is often to be attributed the erro- 


ference to the wishes or convictions of others 
are a vain oblation. The laying aside of gold, 
or pearls, or costly array, from such a motive, 
is of no more value in the sight of God, than 
the Lord, Lord, of the foolish virgins.” 

Have not many both among the younger and 
the older, by submitting to the advice of those 
who they had cause to believe had more ex- 
perience than themselves, and in deference to 
their convictions or wishes, been thereby helped 
to make further advancement, and that this 
submitting their own wills—far from being a 
vain oblation, has been an acceptable sacrifice 
in the Divine sight. Can we suppose that the 
laying aside of gold, or pearls, or costly array, 
rather than grieve those who have in love 


neous and self-confident conclusions of neo- 
phytes in religion, respecting the doctrinesand 
testimonies enjoined by the gospel. Thus we 


to receive an earlier reply—some observatie 
which require something further to be sé 
on our part. The following extracts conta 
the gist of what we allude to, in both artich 
After speaking of the difficulties which h ! 
attended the support of the militia in Per 
sylvania, it is said, “ And now that the la 
of the State have come to their relief, we ha 
a journal preaching disobedience or disregard} 
the law. No matter on what ground such dis 
gard is based, the act saps at the very fount 
tion of civilized communities. Obedience 
the laws is the duty of every citizen.” Py 
ceding this we have the following: “ Ox 
allow a man’s religious feelings to exem 
him from his duties imposed by his citizé 
ship, and where will the matter end? 
have just sacrificed nearly one million of @ 
fellow-citizens in our efforts to maintain t 
supremacy of the law, and now we have 
our city a journal, the organ of a religié 
Society respectable in numbers, and high 
respected for the character of its indiyidy 
members, preaching disobedience and disrege 


may hear persons who give little or no evi-|for the law.” 


dence of having experienced the new birth, 
or those who having come under some relig- 


It is not a little surprising to find a pe ‘s 
of ordinary intelligence putting forth, int 


ious exercise, may be classed with babes or|present day, an unqualified assertion, so p 
children, of whom the apostle speaks as being|pably erroneous, as that active obedience 
“unskilful in the word of righteousness,”|all laws is the duty of every citizen, let t 


condemning as weak or unnecessary, and set- 


ting at naught conclusions of the church, or| what it may. It is at once settin 


the religious opinions of “men of full age” in 
Christ, who by reason of use have had their 
spiritualsenses long “ exercised to discern both 
good and evil.” To such, as well as to the young 
in years, the apostle’s injunction of “ Children 


ground of refusing voluntary obedience 
above Divine authority. In christian ¢@ 
munities, governments are as much bound 
refrain from enacting laws which violate t 
prvecp is of christianity, as the citizens ¢ 


ound to obey the laws which. do not thus 1 


- been led to “reprove, rebuke, or exhort,” is of|obey yourparents, in the Lord” is alike appli-|fringe their holy religion. If this mw 


f) 


hn 


ae 


THE FRIEND. 


231 


gation is disregarded by the government, 
citizens are not thereby exonorated from 
mtaining their allegiance to the higher 
ver. History teaches that even in struggles 
civil freedom, and political rights, those 
se names are handed down as patriots 

\ unflinching advocates of human rights, 
eved themselves justified in refusing active 
dience to laws which set such rights at 
ight, and were so framed as to punish those 
io stood forth in their defence. It was on 
3 ground that the men of Seventy-six took 
ir stand, and refused to obey what they 
2emed, arbitrary enactments of the mother 
®ntry, and posterity has awarded them a 
y different verdict than that of “sapping 
very foundations of civilized communi- 


#50 this assertion deemed right or wrong in 
erence to the efforts to advance the civil 
hts of man, we think there can hardly be 
2 opinions respecting its intrinsic falsity, 


not, consistently with that belief, voluntarily|them. If part of the revenue collected under 


pay a tax to support it. 


general laws which do not state that the pro- 


But this journal has not preached “ disobe-|ceeds are to be applied to military uses, after 


” 


bience to or disregard for the law ; 


nor yet,/it has gone into the treasury, is appropriated 


as the Presbyterian asserts, has it advised|by the government to those uses, Friends are 


Friends “to resist the demand as long as pos- 
sible.” 

The law provides for the collection of this 
militia tax in two ways, the one by voluntary 
payment from those who can thus actively 
assent to its provisions, the other by the Re- 
ceiver of Taxes collecting the amount levied, 
by seizure, which latter mode applies to 
those who conscientiously object to contribute 
towards the object in view, and prefer pas- 
sively suffering the distraint of their goods 
rather than do despite to their religious con- 
victions. 

We therefore neither preached disobedience 
to the law, nor yet advised Friends to resist its 
demand, when we used this language, so 
strongly objected to, viz: “ We trust that our 


en applied to the all important subject of|/members, who are called on-to -pay this tax, 


gion. If it were correct that the duty of 
zenship obliges every one to yield unre- 
ved submission to all laws, we must justify 
inquisition in its determined efforts to 
ee the citizens to conform to the edicts of 
ir bigoted and priest-ridden governments 
Huiring submission to papacy, while we 
‘st condemn “the noble army of martyrs” 
o, rather than yield obedience to laws 
‘ich would have made them belie their re- 
‘ous convictions, suffered their cruel perse- 
ors to take away their lives. It is a reitera- 
a, in this nineteenth century, of the claim 
he unbelieving Jews of old, who, when 
y were bent on putting our Saviour to 
th, plead, “We have a law, and by our 
vy he ought to die.” Were they right in 
iging him to submit to that law? 
Before a reply is given to the query “Once 
yw a man’s religious feelings to exempt him 
m his duties imposed by his citizenship, 
fl where will the matter end?” we should 
arly understand what those duties are. 
they place his conscience in abeyance 
the secular power? All enlightened na- 
ns have long since acknowledged that the 
mighty, He who knoweth the secrets 


will remember the importance of meekly sup- 
porting the cause of the Prince of Peace, and 
cheerfully take the distraint of their goods 
rather than violate their peaceable principles 
by paying the tax.” The root from which 
springs this mode of submitting to the law, 
and at the same time bearing testimony 
against its injustice, bears the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness, restraining from every thing 
that would work injury to the government; 
and it must be a sadly perverted vision that 
views Friends thus acting, as “ setting a per- 
nicious example.” They may well put the 
same query as did the apostles under analo- 
gous circumstances, “ Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to harken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye.” 

The frightful truth that “ We have just sac- 
rificed nearly one million of our fellow citizens 
in our efforts to maintain the supremacy of 
the law,” is a just and sorrowful comment on 
the folly of the murderous game of war. Had 
the peaceable principles of the gospel which 
Friends maintain, been fostered and spread 
among the people, they would have rendered 
military force needless, and this hecatomb of 
our fellow citizens would have escaped being 


wall hearts, is the alone sovereign Lord of|sacrificed on the altar of Moloch. Surely our 


ascience, and as others emerge from the 
tkness of ignorance and superstition, ad- 
ting this, is one of the first fruits of their 
fancipation. Those who first framed, and 
ye who revised the Constitution of our 
ite, certainly confess that a “man’s religious 
lings” are paramount to “the duties im- 
ied by his citizenship,” when they declare, 
To human authority can, in any case what- 
wr, control or interfere with the rights of 
science.” And we would find but few who 
juld not insist on the truth of the position, 
il the validity of the provision, were the 
lislature to pass a law that all must con- 
m to the religious belief of any one denomi- 
tion of christians, even though it might 
‘brace a majority of the citizens, In such 
jase, would the duties of citizenship require 
> minority to submit? Certainly not; thou- 
ds would incur any penalty rather than 
1s violate their consciences. Thus it is with 
xends. They believe the whole military 
ntem to be anti-christian, and in regard to 


government might learn from this dire ca- 
lamity, the impolicy as well as the injustice 
of refusing to exempt from penalty those who 
are religiously bound to “live peaceably with 
all men,” and to strive to extend the kingdom 
of Him, who said, his servants could not fight. 

It is said that Friends may as well pay this 
tax as to pay the income tax and other taxes 
of the General Government, some part of 
which is appropriated for military purposes. 
But there is a wide difference between paying 
taxes for the necessary and varied expenses 
of the government, imposed by laws not speci- 
fying any particular portion of the money 
raised as being applicable to military pur- 
poses, and paying a tax levied expressly for 
those purposes. Friends have ever esteemed 
civil government as a divine ordinance, and 
believe it to be a duty incumbent on them to 
submit to all its edicts, except those directly 
interfering with their allegiance to the Sover- 
eign of the universe. Therefore they have 
always cheerfully rendered to the government 


litary service or any thing directly con-jits just dues; “tribute to whom tribute, cus- 
sted with its support, contrary to what they|tom to whom custom.” The expenses of civil 
lerstand to be the plain precepts of the} government must be paid, and the citizens 
pel of the Prince of Peace, and they can-|are rightly called on for the money to meet 


not accountable therefor: the portion of the 
money collected from them may have been 
thus used, or it may have been used solely for 
civil purposes: they gave it for those purposes, 
and have not knowingly and voluntarily con- 
tributed to any warlike measures entertained 
by the government. But when the official 
demand states that the tax is levied expressly 
for military uses, and the money paid is thus 
known to ie used for defraying expenses in- 
curred in prosecuting warlike measures, no 
true Friend can pay it without violating his 
conscience, and setting at naught the peace- 
able principles of the gospel. 


We have received a communication from an 
esteemed Friend, inculcating the necessity in 
the present day, of discriminating between 
one separation and another in our religious 
Society, and arguing that some. may have 
rightly taken that course. While we believe 
there are honest-hearted Friends who have 
been betrayed into this measure, under the 
supposition that it was better for them and 
the cause of Truth, than to remain where 
there was so much to condemn, we apprehend 
they were mistaken, and that both they and 
the meetings to which they belonged, would 
have been better off had they been content to 
remain with the body, and meekly borne their 
allotted portion of suffering. We trust our 
correspondent will be satisfied, without hav- 
ing his essay put into print. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Fornian.—Seven leaders of the Carlist movement 
have been arrested in Arragon. A quantity of arms 
and ammunition, which had been concealed by them, 
was discovered and seized, and important papers and 
correspondence also fell into the hands of the govern- 
ment. A commission of fifteen members has been chosen 
by the Constituent Cortes, to prepare the draft of a con- 
stitution, define the rights and liberties of the citizens, 
and submit a form of government. In reply to an en- 
quiry in the Cortes, Sagosta, Minister of the Interior, 
said the government had prepared and intended to issue 
a proclamation of amnesty for all political offenders, but 
the promulgation was postponed on account of the re- 
cent conspiracies. The subject of government monopoly 
in the production of salt and tobacco, in the Spanish 
colonies, has been referred to a select committee of the 
Cortes. 

Petitions, numerously signed, continue to be presented 
to Queen Victoria, praying for amnesty to the Fenian 
prisoners. Seven prominent Fenians, confined in dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom, have been liberated. The 
British Postmaster-General stated in the House of Com- 
mons, in answer to an inquiry, that for the present, con- 
tracts between the Post-office Department and various 
Atlantic steamship companies, would interfere with the 
establishment of a system of ocean penny postage. In 
the House of Commons on the 4th, Groschen, President 
of the Poor Law Board, advocated the removal of the 
restrictions on emigration, and thought it advisable to 
give facilities for, and otherwise to encourage the emi- 
gration of paupers to America, Gladstone’s bill for the 
disestablishment of the Irish Church, bas been read the 
first time. The 18th of this month was appointed for 
the second reading. Gladstone spoke at length in ad- 
vocacy of the measure, and was opposed by Disraeli in 
a brief speech. The latter condemns the proposed legis- 
lation as politically wrong, and considers the bill to be 
an act of confiscation. 

The North German Parliament met at Berlin on the 
3d inst., and its session was opened by the king ina 
speech almost wholly devoted to expressions of peace, 
and commendations of a pacific policy. He inferred 
that the late Paris Conference was a proof that all Eu- 
rope is solicitous for repose, and declared that the first 
duty of the North German Confederation was to main- 
tain friendly relations with the other Powers of the 


earth. BEx-King George, of Hanover, has published a 
protest against the confiscation of his private property 
by the Prussian government. 

The latest intelligence from Rio Janeiro shows, that 
the war with Paraguay had not been brought so near to 
a close as was previously represented. President Lopez 
had an army with him and was fortifying in the interior 
of the country. The dissensions among the allied gen- 
erals had culminated in the resignation of tbe Marquis 
de Caxias and General Herval, and the supreme com- 
mand of the allied forces had been conferred on the 
Brazilian General de Souza. 

The position of affairs in Cuba remains nearly the 
same as last week. .Troops are arriving from Spain, 
and the rebels are apparently the weaker party, but they 
prolong the contest with great obstinacy. The govern- 
ment at Havana advertises for proposals from ship- 
owners to furnish transportation for 315 political prison- 
ers, who are to be taken to the penal station of Fernan- 
do Po. 

Havana dispatches of the 8th inst., give the details of 
an engagement between the government forces and a 
rebel army of 4000 men in intrenchments. The battle 
was obstinate and sanguinary. The Spaniards lost 31 
men killed and 80 wounded, and the rebels a much 
larger number. 

London.—Consols, 923. U.S. 5-20’s, 824. 

Liverpool.—The cotton market quiet, sales of the day 
12,000 bales. Middling uplands, 124d.; Orleans, 123d. 
California wheat, 12s. 4d. per 100 lbs. 

Unitep Sratzes.—On the 4th inst., General Grant was 
inaugurated at Washington, with the usual ceremonies, 
in the presence of an immense concourse of spectators 
from all parts of the country. The address delivered by 
him upon assuming the duties of the Presidential office, 
gave general satisfaction, being simple, clear, and direct 
in its statements. In relation to the public debt, he de- 
clares that every dollar must be paid in gold unless 
otherwise expressly stipulated in the contract, and that 
no repudiator of the least portion of it should be trusted 
in public places. There should also be a faithful col- 
lection of the revenue, a strict accountability for every 
dollar collected, and the greatest practicable retrench- 
ment in the expenditures in every department of the 
government. A return to specie payments as soon as 
this can be done without material detriment to the 
debtor class, must also be provided for. In regard to 
the Indians he says, their proper treatment is a subject 
deserving of careful study, and he will favor any course 
toward them which promises to promote their civiliza- 
tion, christianization, and ultimate citizenship. The 
closing sentences are these: 

“The question of suffrage is one which is likely to 
agitate the public so long as a portion of the citizens of 
the nation are excluded from its privileges in any State. 
It seems to be very desirable that this question should 
be settled now, and I entertain the hope and express the 
desire that it may be by the ratification of the fifteenth 
article of the amendment to the Constitution. 

In conclusion, I ask patient forbearance one toward 
another throughout the land, and a determined effort on 
the part of every citizen to do his share toward cement- 
ing a happy union, and I ask the prayers of the nation 
to Almighty God in behalf of this consummation.” 

The New Cabinet.—On the 5th inst. the President 
made the following nominations, and they were promptly 
confirmed by the Senate. Elihu B. Washburne, of IIl- 
inois, for Secretary of State; A. T. Stewart, of N. York, 
Secretary of the Treasury; General J. M. Schofield, 
Secretary of War; Adolph E. Borie, of Penna,, Secre- 
tary of the Navy; Jacob D. Cox, of Ohio, Secretary of 
the Interior; J. A. J. Cresswell, of Maryland, Post Master 
General; Even R. Hoar, of Massachusetts, Attorney- 
General. It was subsequently discovered that a law 
passed in 1789, which probibits the Secretary of the 
Treasury from being concerned or interested in carrying 
on any business, trade or commerce, would disqualify 
A. T. Stewart for that position, and the President sent 
a message to Congress asking that a joint resolution 
might be passed exempting him from the operation of 
the law. Up to the 8th inst., Congress had taken no 
action in the matter. 

Congress—So much business was crowded into the 
last two days of the 40th Congress, that it is impossible 
to give any satisfactory view of the entire proceedings. 
Several bills of importance failed to become laws either 
from President Johnson’s signature being witbheld, or 
by their failure to pass the Senate, Among them were 
the bill to repeal the Tenure of Civil Office act ; the bill 
to strengthen the public credit; the Indian appropria- 
tion bill; the amendatory internal revenue bill, and the 
bill to redistribute the national currency, giving a larger 
share to the West and South. The 41st Congress opened 
with quorums in both Houses, a large number of new 
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members appearing in each. Schuyler Colfax, former 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, now presides 
in the Senate, and James G. Blaine, of Maine, has been 
chosen Speaker of the House. The President has sent 
numerous nominations to the Senate, which have been 
confirmed by that body. Columbus Delano, of Ohio, 
has been appointed Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
W. T. Sherman takes the rank of General, Philip H. 
Sheridan, Lieutenant General, &. 

The Public Debt.—On the first inst. the total debt was 
$2,660,931,694, and at the same time there was $98,- 
741,261 in coin, and $16,853,529 in currency on hand. 
If this be deducted, it leaves the nett debt $2,545,336,- 
904, which is $10,868,754 less than on the first of the 
previous month, 

Miscellaneous.—Before retiring from the Presidency, 
Andrew Johnson issued a long address to the people of 
the United States, intended to justify the course pursued 
by him while in office, and earnestly asserting his in- 
tegrity and patriotism. 

The following States have ratified the Congressional 
Amendment to the Constitution providing for universal 
suffrage, viz., Kansas, Louisiana, Nevada, Illinois, Wis- 
consin and Michigan. 

The fall of snow in Canada this winter, has exceeded 
that of any previous one for the last twenty years, It 
was recently eight feet deep in the streets of Montreal. 
During the last month six feet of snow fell there. 

On the 7th inst., the overland mails both ways were 
still detained by snow on the Union Pacific road cross- 
ing of the mountain ranges. The blockade extended 
200 miles, and was all east of Salt Lake. West of Salt 
Lake the Central Pacific trains were making regular 
trips, and no detention of more than twelve bours had 
occurred during the winter. The track of the Central 
road is laid to the boundary of Utab. 
Philadelphia.—Mortality last week, 265. Old age, 15, 
scarlet fever, 20, The mean temperature of the Second 
month, according to the record kept at the Pennsylvania 
Hospital, was 37.68 deg., the highest duriag the month 
being 61.50 and the lowest 19 deg. The amount of rain 
was 4.76 inches. The average temperature of the month 
was 11 degrees higher than that of the Second month 
1868, and 7 degrees above the average of that month for 
the past 80 years. The highest mean temperature dur- 
ing that entire period, occurred in 1857, 41.03 deg., the 
lowest in 1836, 24 deg. The mean temperature of the 
past three winter months Was 35.62, which is 6.10 deg. 
higher than that of the previous winter. The total 
number of commitments to the county priscn, in the 
course of the year 1868, was 17,620. 

The Markets, §c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 8th inst. New York. — American gold, 131}. 
U. S. sixes, 1881, 116; ditto, 5-20’s, new, 1123; ditto, 
10-40, 5 per cents, 105}. Superfine State flour, $5.80 a 
$6.15; extra State, $6.30 a $6.65 ; shipping Ohio, $6.25 
a $6.75; St. Louis flour, $7.25 a $12.50; Southern, 
$6.40 a $13.10. No. 2 Chicago spring wheat, $1.48; 
red western, $1.60; white Oalifornia, $1.80; white 
Michigan, $1.85 a $2.05 Western oats, 75 cts. New 
western corn, 95 a 96 cts; old, do. $1. Cotton, 29} a 
30 cts. Philadelphia.—Superfine flour, $5.25 a $5.50; 
extra, $6 a $6.50; Iowa and Wisconsia, $7 a $7.50; 
finer brands, $8 a $12. Red wheat, $1.65 a $1.75; 
white, $1.90. Rye, $1.55. Yellow corn, 93 a 95 cts. 
Penna., oats, 60 a 72 cts.; western, 73 a 75 cts. Clover- 
seed, $9.25 a $10. Timothy, $3.62. Flaxseed, $2.65. 
The arrivals and sales of beef cattle at the Avenue 
Drove-yard, reached about 1600 head. Extra sold at 
10 a 10} cts. ; fair to prime, 8 a 9} cts., and common 
5} a 7} cts. per lb. gross. About 10,000 sheep sold at 
8 a 9} cts. per lb. gross, and 2300 hogs at $16 a $17 
per 100 lbs. net. Baltimore.—Prime red wheat, $2.10 
a $2.20. White corn, 85 a 87 cts.; yellow, 88 a 92 cts. 
Oats, 70a 75 cts. Chicago.—No. 1 spring wheat, $1.16 
a $1.17; No. 2, $1.13. Corn, 56 a 57 cts. No. 2 oats, 
54 cts. Barley, $1.81. San Francisco.—Gold prices. 
Flour, $4.75 a $5.60. Wheat, $1.55 a $1.60. Legal 
tenders, 77}. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONTRIBUTORS TO 
THE ASYLUM. 


A Stated Annual Meeting of the “ Contributors to the 
Asylum for the Relief of Persons Deprived of the Use of 
their Reason,” will be held on Fourth-day, the 17th of 
Third month, 1869, at 3 o’clock p. M., at Arch Street 
Meeting-house, Philadelphia. 

Wituiam Berrie, Clerk. 


AGENT APPOINTED. 
Joseph Hall, of Springdale, Cedar Co,, lowa, has been 
'appointed Agent for “ The Friend,” in place of Abraham 
Cowgill, released at his own request. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL, 

The Summer Session of the School will commenc 
the 34 of Fifth month. Parents and others intend 
to send ethildren as pupils, will please make an e 
application to Ouas. J. ALtEN, Superintendent, ~~ 
Street Road P. O., Chester county, Pa.,) or to Ep 
Suarpuess, No. 304 Arch street, Philada. 

Marnrigp, at Friends’ Meeting, Salem, Columbiana € 
Ohio, on 6th day, the 24th of 4th month, 1868, Gzor 
son of William and Anne Blackburn, of Westland, Wai 
ington Uo., Pa., to Racaen W., daughter of Isaac 
Hannah Bonsall of the former place. 
, at Friends’ Meeting, Carmel, Columbiana 
Ohio, on 4th day, the 21st of 10th month, 1868, Win 
H. Buacxsurn, of Washington Co., Pa., to Saran 
daughter of Harrison and Phebe H. Gamble, of 
former place. ; q 
, at Friends’ Meeting, Middleton, Columbiaj 
Co., Ohio, on 5th day, the 22d of 10th month, 186 
THomas Buaoxsurn, of Washington Co., Pa., to Sap 


daughter of Jehu and Hannah W. Allmon, of the fo mi 
place. & 


Digp, in this city, on the 29th of Twelfth month, 186 
Esruer, wife of George Reid, in the 64th year of by 
age, a member of Northern District Monthly Meeting 
Friends. ; 
, at the house of William Blackburn, Washingt 
Co., Pa., on 4th day, the 24th of Second month, 18 
Jeremian Rogers, an elder and member of Westlai 
Particular and Providence Monthly Meeting, in the 8 
year of his age. His illness was short, with much su 
fering. He appeared prepared to meet his change. — 
, First month 23d, 1869, at the residence of h 
brother-in-law, near Moorestown, N. J., Mavinpa W 
TON, in the 63d year of her age. For the last year h 
sufferings at times were very severe, under which 
nianifested little impatience, and near her close becs 
entirely resigned. She took leave of each one of 
family separately, giving good advice, and asking fo 
giveness for any wrong thing she might have done. 8 
declined taking medicine, selling the doctor there Wi 
but the one Physician that could now help her, and 
had mercifully relieved ber pains. Her sufferings, excé 
from sickness, were removed, and she quietly breat! 
her last as one going to sleep, leaving the consoling 
lief that our loss is her eternal gain. 

, at his residence, near Newark, Del., on the It 
of 2d month, 1869, in the 53d year of his age, Joun } 
CHAMBERS, @ member and overseer of London B 
Preparative Meeting. In the early part of his illness 
imparted much affectionate counsel to the differe 
members of bis family, saying that he did not expect 
recover, and expressed his entire resignation to 
Divine will. That his mind had been much exercig 
of late on religious subjects. He spoke of precio 
meetings, in which he had been favored to feel as thou 
encircled by the arms of his Heavenly Father; but th 
the blessing, in all its fullness, had been reserved 1 
the sick-bed ; that there he had a foretaste of He 
When the disease became fully developed, there was 
nearly four weeks, great physical suffering, during t 
most of which time he recognized his family and frien 
and by a few words showed that the sweetness of | 
spirit remained. In him the poor, the widow and 
orphan have lost a friend. ‘The path of the just is 
the shining light that shineth more and more unto t 
perfect day.” 

——, near Salem, Ohio, on the 15th of Ist mo. 18 
Saran, daughter of Samuel and Mary J. French, in t 
20th year of her age. Having been in a declining st 
of health for some time, she bore it with cheerful } 
signation, entertaining a hope of recovery, uatil 
last year, when the disease gradually gained the | 
dency. And she would remark, “I hope before I: 
taken away, I shall have a sure evidence my peac 
made, and that I will go happy.” On being asked if s 
felt the assurance she so much desired, said, “ii 
measure: but I feel childlike confidence.” Her facul 
remained clear and bright. At another time said, “bi 
very calm and peaceful I feel: have no desire to g 
well, and think this sickness has been a blessi 
me, and hope it is to us all.” “Oh! do not put off pi 
paration till a death-bed, for then the pains of the bo 
are enough to endure.” “I have nothing of my o% 
but trust, through the merits of my dear Saviour, 
sins are forgiven me.” ‘Qh! what a glorious chai 
it would be if I should be taken.” “T sometimes feel I 
saying, Come Lord Jesus, come quickly, and rece 
my spirit.” Thus closed her peaceful life, and wi 
verently trust she is now an inhabitant of that 
“ whose walls are salvation, and whose gates pra’ 
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